[Treatment of advanced pancreatic cancer with 5-fluorouracil, 4-epidoxorubicin and mitomycin C (FEM II). From the Chemotherapy of Gastrointestinal Tumors Group].
In a multicentre phase II trial, 20 patients with advanced pancreatic carcinoma were treated with 5-fluorouracil, 4-epidoxorubicin and mitomycin C, in which 4-epidoxorubicin was administered by escalated dose and split course (FEM II). From among 12 patients evaluable for response, 2 partial and 1 minimal remission were observed, suggesting a response rate of 25%. Four patients (30%) showed a no change and 5 progression. The median survival of all patients was 3.4 months, of the responders 8.4 months, of those with no change 5.2, and of those showing progression 3.4 months. Considerable nausea/vomiting and leukopenia was observed. The preliminary data suggest that the FEM II regimen does not offer any progress in terms of efficacy, survival and toxicity for advanced pancreatic carcinoma.